
Friends,

This fall, it’ll be a decade since Officer Thomas Decker of Cold Spring was shot and killed on
duty. The unanswered questions in the case still weigh on his family and those in the
community.

Decker was shot in the head behind a downtown Cold Spring bar on the night of Nov. 29, 2012,
as he responded to a report of a suicidal person. The details remain murky, and the killer's
motive is still unknown.

Phil Jones, who was Cold Spring's police chief at the time, remembers Decker as a lighthearted
prankster who wrote goofy messages on the whiteboard and joked with colleagues. He said
Decker also was an officer who had the gift of connecting with people. "He was really
compassionate, especially with people in a major crisis. That's not something I've seen in every
officer," Jones said.

Decker's mother, Rosella, now 77, attributes her son's unique ability to empathize to having
grown up with two brothers who dealt with mental health issues. "That helped Tommy
understand anybody with a mental illness," she said.

Decker's loss hit the city of Cold Spring and its 4,000 residents particularly hard, given that he
grew up there and spent six years on the police force. Members of the Police Department, along
with family and friends of Decker, have casual get-togethers each year around the anniversary
of his death.
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There is a push in the community to build a memorial to honor him and all other law
enforcement. Paul Waletzko is organizing the effort. The former law enforcement officer, who
has now left the field, is hoping to raise $60,000 to erect a 6-foot-tall police officer statue in front
of Cold Spring City Hall. So far, 76% of their goal has been raised, including a $30,000 slab of
granite provided by Cold Spring, on which the statue will sit. The memorial will replace the
current plaque honoring Decker.

If you are able, you can make a donation to www.ColdSpringPoliceMemorial.com
to make this Officer Tom Decker Minnesota Law Enforcement Memorial a reality.
They are within sight of their goal with $15,000 left to raise of the $60,000 goal.
This memorial will be one of the very few privately funded law enforcement memorials in the
state, if not, the country.

I also have the honor of headlining the commemoration event marking the 10th anniversary of
officer Decker's death on November 27 at Cold Spring city hall. I hope you will please join me in
remembering and honoring the life of Thomas Decker.

In gratitude,

P.S. We want to hear from you! If you have an officer to highlight or a story to #ThankACop,
please do not hesitate to share it with us at info@emmerforcongress.com.


